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wounds which shave been mad: 


cite 


welfare to the férious rhgahts,; 

Common Mica 

vnaitimous profécution: | 
_of the Common Enentic, or 

follow our Saviours rule, to 

Bae others dot 
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at reads. 


F this, wiles all the euiles, 
‘Thas bave mijled yeu, ibe wiles 


| Are manifefted cleare as day, 

| So that you muft fay, thefe are they: 
will be befuold, you may. 
Errours bave {ome when 
mot knowne, iki 
But being known once >, 
bas none. 


cipt, decipiatur. 
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O Tox ol om the Peale 
for the managing of 
“their affaires, I prefent this neceffary 

Treatife without and 

out feare : for I am well afjured, that 


itis minc, and-cvery mans duty, to 


to furnifh You what we concetve | 


will advance Common £000, or 
bring eafe or comfort to any fort of men 
that deferve well of their Cosntrey Cas 

You cannot but the Seperation 


ate, You confi ider with charge 


3 and 


TO TH 
| | 
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| 
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the good Samaritancs bat 
CI make 20 queftion ) 
| ait miben Ton bave once well confidetid 
the meatier, which this T reatife 
a null put Tom 10 doe.’ It mat 
| tig 


it as. ¥ 5 


appesre to whole 


‘goad ch ts and purposes. I recoremend 
hereto Toner yew thee 
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the Common of England, 
mon Particular 5 let the infinite 


| ‘shon of England to lay claime to thst 
| Priviledge, being! affiered that I write 


| #0 the State; (whichis jufi'y “a 


in Cinslufion turne the Come | 


4 


‘ations and of fome -in the. 
Be they Tmake na} | 
You will fee herb throsegly 
beyond them; and will never be 
‘frayed froma confciencé to 
“Ent the beginning ‘of Tour Sfion, 
( 2s they 
) wrote freely again 


fome' of Taig} 
Wer, wer, that there: Was Ho 
asthe Prefle was to he 4 
‘open and free for all in time of Pare 
Tianient : T make bold as | 


‘nothing , or. dangerous” 
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fav beter desling, af the. Divines 
bad in tearm:s obtaincdof | 


Ordinance for fipprefion of 


fiott fisintely, fo infinfiblys 
| ated their jut Liberty atime. of Par- 


dinance ta that effect ) only I bumbly 
defire tv confider whether more 


was not cot fromTou by that Ordi- 


mance shen You intended, and that | 
 thoauzh it was purpofed by Tou 10 reo | 


f train the venting and difperfing of the 


Kings mritines aud bis Agentsy yet it | 


hath of the qualifications of 


the Licenfers wrought & Wrong | 


and fivpt the mouibes of good meng who | 
mur{i cigher not write at all, or no more 


interefis of the Liccncers.  Ebe Sepe- 
ration (I gueffe ) would have tooke’ 


all Anabevtiiticall, Brownitticall, or 
Indepeuda ne writings; bento bavetheir 


taken from them vuavares. 
There can be na greater Argument 


then is futable to the judgments and | . 
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the ‘intend well, th. their 
| taking uncough, and my fterions, fub- 
tile mayes to fect their ends 5 even | 
| fuch as far better become Polititians, 
| then Miniiters, 

I: is high time O Commons of 
England, to put an End to the fuffir | 
rings of ibe Seperation, who bave for : 
mary yeares been the object of allkind 
of tyranny, Papi tical, Prelaticall, and 
Re The firft Foundation of hiner, 
| and refpect was certainly from publike 

ervice and protection «f the aiftrefjed : 
tt worke, and 
felvcs, Tou will find not only the ' 
| verfall love of all good men accompa- ¥ 
ning Yor, but a quiet and cheer full | 
Conf{cience, which is abeve allbmour 
| aud riches, O:bers may weary them= 
felves in plots and contrivances to 
vance felfe-ends and interefts, t0 the 
ip es dammage and moleflations ; 

fo will be their 
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} Yechofen men of 
according to the truft rep ‘fed in Ton to 
protect. be Innocent ,to judg their canfe | 

impartial!y,to circumvent men in their 
wicked endeavours; and fo Tou will | | 
became the belaved of God, the beloved | | 
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ASSERTED, 


the Separatift vindicated.- 


r Aving heretofo re met with 
an Apologeticall Narrati- 


roughs, William Bridge ; did wich 


ding thereof, expetting thercin to 


| 28 would have juffitied all che Sepa- 
m | ‘ation, and fo have removed by one 


gladnefie of heart unde-take the rea- | 


find fuch general] reafons for 
cation of themielves, to the world, | 


| on ot Thom ss Goodwin,Phi= | 
| lip Nye,S ydvachSympfon, Feremy Bur= 


dicourfe 


» 
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appretenfions, which 
men have of that harmeleffe and 


{ well meaning fort of people: But 
Ending contrary to. that expectation | 


that their Apologie therin tor chem 


felves and thew Toleration was-} 


| grounded rather upon a Remon- f | 
itrance of the nearnefle between 


them and th: Presbyterian, being 
one in Dofiiae with them, and ve- 
ry ficcle differing from them in Dit 


cipline,low they had been tolerated | 


by other Presbycer Churches, and 


with greater priviledges,then } 


the Separatiit, how they ‘differed 
from the Separatift, and had cauti- 
oully avoyded thofe roks and fhelves 
witich the Separatilt had 
thenilclves , confirming by thefe 
words, the peoples di.eitcem of Se- 


Faratits, fuggelling by that phrafe 
ot theirs, asit theve were amongtt 
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or opinions, chick they wa- | 
| xily fhund, though no mention be 
} made what they are, which is the 
wortt fort of calumny. | [ 
F inding to my greile the 
Seperatift thus left in thelurch, and 
likely to be expofed to greater dan- 
i gers then ever by the endeavours } 
of thefe men, my heart abounded | 
| wich greife, the Innoceney 
| of their intentions, honelty of | 
| their lives,thatthey are neceflarilyen- i 


furced tobe ofthe mindthey are;upon te 


| long examination of their owne te- | 
nents that chey defire nothing more 
then that they thould be ublikely 
ahd impartially reafoned, knowe 
ing likewile their affection to the | 
Conmon-wealth, forwandnes | 
of afliftane in and 
knowing cheir Meetings to be fo iue 
| nocent, fo far from confederacy, or 

counterplots ( though they are ve- 
| 
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of the perplexed | | 
condition that they are in) that they | 
havenot yer fo much as fpoke ought 
in their owne defence, but 
_} to'the goodnefle of God, the equity | | 
of the the fimiplicity 
and integrity of their owne wayes, | | 
| doe ‘quietly enjoy themfelves and} | 
wrorthi slet what will be brew- 
‘| ing againft them, being refolved like 
Hefier to doe their dutyes, and ifin | | 
doing thereof they perifh, they pe- 
rifh: Methinkes man is bound } 
=| in confcience to fpeak and doewhat | | 
he can in the behalte of fuch] 
| aharmelefle people as thefe : what | | 
1 you are'no Separatift CasT] 
am none ) the love of God | § 
moit in doing | 
that love which aimes on 
| would procure Ji 


berty only to them | 
7 dove 
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mon freedome every man ought to ; 


aime at, which fs every mians pecu- 


liar right fo far as *tis not 
| all to the Common: Now becaule 

| little can be done in their behalfe, 
| unlefle Liberty of Confciencé be al- | 
lowed for every man, or fort of men 
to worlhrp God in that way, and 


| agreeable to Gods Word, and no- 
man be punifhed or difcountenan- 

ced by Authority for his Opinion, 
unleffe it be dangerous to the Seate : 
I have endeavoursd in this Difeourfe 


have, that every man ought to have ' 
Liberty of  Confcience of what Opi- 
nion foever, with the caution above 


upon eccafion removed all prejudi- , 


love and ‘elfe 


performe ChriftsOrdinances in that 
© | manner as fhall appear tu them moft | 


to niake appeare by the beft reafon T | ” 


named: In doing ‘whereof, T have | 
ces that the people | have 
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the Se 
from thof falic that acc 
ulually caft upon them to make then 

1 odious ; wherein, my end, I make 
account, will evidencly appease, 

ibe the peace and vnion of all, 

| and t0 beget this judgement in the | 
| People and Parliament,that ‘tis the | 
pri ipa interelt of the Common- 
wealth, that Auchority fhould have | 
equal] ref pect, and afford proteftion 
to'all peaceable good men alike,not-— 
| with{tanding their diffcrence of opi- | 
nion, that all men may be enconra- 
| ged tobealikeferviceable thereanto;li | 
rty of Contcience is to be allowed. 
every man forthefefollowing reafons. 
Reafor. Becaufe of what judg- 
ment foever aman is, he cannot | | 
chute but be of that judgement,that | | 
is fo evident i in ic felfe, that 1 fup-| 

pote ic will be granted by all, what- 
foever a mys doth 
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‘to be tmecor agreeabe 
or difagreabe to Gods Word, that | 
| fame to hat man is his or 
judgement,and fo man is by hisown 
neceflitated to be of chat 
mind he is, now where there i isa ne 
offiry there ought to be no. punifh- 
“Ment, for punifbment is the recom | 
pence of voluntary ations, therfore 


no man ouwht Lo be for 


his judgment. 

Oc jectisn, But ic be 
‘Odjettcd That the Separa- 
‘tits. are a rath, heady People, | 
‘aid not fo much concluded by 
‘their Reafon , as their Fancie 
they have their. ‘Enthifise 
mas and Revelations, which 


body knowes what, to make off ;' 


that if th 
that cxamined 


the Ai would hold good 


them, 


wer a 
ngs rational 
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| That fuppofe this to be 
| the A nt not of the prefent, 
me = st but of the loofe witted times before 
] the Parliament,where fome politike |) 
- | Bifhop, or Dr. Ignorant Univerfity 
| vour bj a fuggelion to the) 
| people to mifgui credulous 
into hatred of thofe good}@ 
| men, who they knew to be the con-|# 
| ftant enemies to their delufions: but | 
} Tet all men now have other thoughts, |@. 
and affure themfelves that the Brow-'| 
aminers of t ol ings ja} 
| for truch, milde difConrféres, and | 
f | abe to give an account of what they |} 
| they beleive ; ‘they who are unf- 
tshed in that particular, may, 1 
Pal 


their private 


me all comamers, have further farisfadti- 
00; perhaps here and there 


4 


| to be found in 
| the flips and of a few, 
| and thofe the weakelt, bean | 
| ment fuffident to difcountenance |) 
the’ ation, and worke them |. 
out of the worlds 


advantages that way : In mean 
time I with with all m we 
could’ all put on the fpirit of meck- 
nes, and rather endeavour to reétifie 


by argument 


infirmities, 


nefles in his difcourfe, would che | 
many of us ; butifi | 


thent may be a man that out-of his 

zeale and earneftnes for that which’ 
efteemes truth, may outrune his ’ 
fae 
| 


| 


| xejoycing that fuch things are (lige 

| from them to their dit 

One Ouftome they have among 
| them w hich doth make even the 
nerality ofthemable anguersin defence! 
of objeftng aganlt any thing delve 
| wed amongit chem, or proposing any} 
to be res] 


folvedswhich is donein a very ore | | 
derly by which meanes] 
the weakeft becomes ina {hort 
much improved, and everyone abl | 
to.give an-account of their Tenets} | 
( not relying upon their Paftors, aff, 
moft.. men in our congregations | 
doc, ) which. . may 
remove the obje&ion , and pul t 
| us. co confider, whether the like: 
| cultome be not wanting amongft us, 
2. The uncertainty of knows 
Asdgvin this life: no man, nor 
fort of nien can Frefume of an uner 


i 


ring fpiri¢ : “Tis knowne that the } 
Fathers, General] Councells, Nati- | 
onall Affémblics, Synods, and Par- 
nioft grofly miftaken: and though | 
the prefent times be wifer then the | 
former, being much freed from fu- 
peritition, and taking a larger liber~ 
to themfelves of examining all} 
things, yet fince there remaines 
poflibilicy of crrour, notwithftan- 
ding never fo great prefumptions of 
the concrary, one fort of men are 
not to compell: another, finee this: 
hazard is run-thereby, that he who} 
is in an efrour, may be the con-' 
itrainer of who is in the 
06+ But tmicy and uniformicy in: | 
Religion ‘isto be ainred at 5 and 
confution above all tchingsto bea~ 
voyded; by Toleration-new Opini- | 


ons 
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of 
delicacy, a 


"Ly 
Ctice which experience will make | 
evident. F or: 
ie 
*y 
= 
| lories, 8c. uled by the 
meanes tO unite. ra 
| mien in and 
| the abomin and edium 
times upon theHie- | 
archie, being in the worlt kind ty- 
tannicall, as endeavouring 
punifhment of the perk | 
ence. it be it 
wer, men are fofarre | 
; Wweather-cokes fitito 
r men to which | 
m| “ay blowes the wind ) 
Owes | 


we 


| 


_ | delicacy, eafe and preferment. 
Secondly, The con{cience ‘being 
fubje& only to.reafon ( either chat 
which isindeed,orleemsto him which |] 
héarsit to bef0) canonly be convinced |} 
| or perfwaded thereby, force makes 

it ranne backe, and ftrugle it is 
the nature of every man to be of a- | 
ny judgment rather then his that jj 
forces. “Tis to be prefiumed, that 


| stis upon fome good’ grounds 
H of reafon that a man is of that 


Tudgement whereof he is. Would- 
eft thou have him be of thine? thew |) 
| him thy grotnds,and let them both |; 
worke, and ice which will get the 
victory in his underftanding. ‘Thus 
poflibly he may change his mind, 
and be of one judgment with thee : 1% 
but if you will ufe Club Law, inftéad 
of convincing and uniting,you arme 
men with prejudice againit you, to | 
conclude that you haue no aflurance | 
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of truth in-you,for then you would 
make ule 


: that, and p of 
the efficacy thereof, and noe fight 


. | withw which you (doe or at 
| weapons of truth. But feare there } 
is fomething more init: I cannot | 
fo many ftratagenis-of vexation |} 
| andcruelry againit good people, tu 
| gaine them to be of their mind, they ’ 


| could not be ignorant that they fet | . 

thereby at an irreconcilable hatred 
| againit'them. No, theveend,rather 

} was this, They had confulted who 
were oppofite to their defignes, and 
finding the Puritane and Sedtary fo 
| ble meanes to fupprefle them,that fo | 
| they might without oppofition | 
trample upon the people.And there- ’ 
| fore in men fhould 
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| | | 


| fider choy doe. Fok if they 

who have the publique countenance 

doe beare them elves after the fame 
manner cowards the Anabaptitts | 
and Brownitts , 2 OF whattoever o- 
ther fe& there is, or may be , that 
cannot comply with, them in judge- 
} ment or pr a€tice(as by their begin- 
nings we feare they will) what can | 
| we judge of them but that their ends 
| andintentions are the fame with | |) 
the Bihops? For by their fruits | 
(Cisich ‘our Saviour)ye fhall 
cl them: we may be deceived by words } | 
} their turnings and contexturesare | | 
| fo in{inite, chat they may be framed 
fo, a3 to make «he worlt fecme 
} good. The a&ions of men are 
} the beitrules for others to judge 
} chem by. Now npon view of the 
j ations of che Divines that NOW | 
4a favour, men doe fpeake very | 
trang} oly, fay the tyrannie over 
| con- 
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con‘cience that was exercifed -by. 


the Bifhops, is like 


to be continued 


by the Presbiters: that the oppre | 
fours are only changed, but the op- | 
preifioa not likly to be, removed. | 
Others fay, that the Anabapeilt and. 
Browunilt ave like to fin 
matters, for thar the bifhops made 
the punifhmenc of them a matter of 
fport and profit to themfelves 5 and | 
referved their punifhments to be di- 
verfions of che peoples mindes fron 
taking too much notice of theirin- }’ 
trenchments upon the lawes and |. 
common liberty, fuffering their 
‘focieties notwithitandiag to re- | 
‘maine, though {o low and deje-. | 


ted that they were 
them. Bue the Pres 
conceived 5 will be mx 
flaves ufually are whet 
matters; chus,t 

ly the Anabapciit! 
B 2° 
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feare of } 
Dbiters, as it is: 
ore violent, as 
they become 
one- 
Brownilt 
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‘and Antinomian ( being cheifly in 
danger but other the molt mode- 
rate ‘and ingenious meu, that are 

not by the Divines interett. 


(81) 


They fry too, that as itis not juft, 
fo neither is it politike, that in the 
beginnings and firit rife, when the 


Divines are but laying the foundati- 
on of their greatneffe, wealth, and 


fway over the peoples confciences, 
and cwilting their interelt infenfibly 


wich the Parliamen rts, that in the in. 
taney of their tyrannie they fhould 


carry theasfelves fo high and pre- 
as they’ doe over other 
mca, thewes that their wif:dome 
hcte comes fomewhat fhort of the 
~ eres Or die that ‘the ey are fo 


at the not compliance of’ 


other nen , that they break, out e- 


‘win again? their intere.t. Nay 
mcher, that they did well 


indeed peng fo zealous 
the 


~. 
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the Bifhops, tho Dro ones arid Cat 
| terpillers of the Commonwealth, ia 
| making defer vedly odious to the 
| people their opp. tetlive Courts , 
| Fines, Cenfures, Imprifon- 
ments. But they begin tofear thatiome | i 
bad ends of their Owne were aimed. 4 


| atheretn, and notf{o much the li- 
) | berty of the people as.that they 
_ | might get upinto the Chaire and 
become to them inftead of a Lord | 
Bithop, a ruling Presbytery, which | 
they teare will bring in more rigid- | 
nefle and auttericy , no Teffe ambiti- | 
on and domination then the former. | 


' And the reafon ral have to feare, 
is, becaufe our Divines have not | 
dealt clearely with us in many par= | 
ticulars, bue continue cert: ine inter= , 
| | efts of the. Bithops, which they find 
> | advantagious to advance pw ho- 
| nour & elteeme wich the people 
é B 3 | have 


| | 
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their fteps,, which am them at firk 


Thar che inesret only of the 
in and of tha 
Prelates nt‘the general! 


iofiche Glerdic, whereby ans 
other; Prelacy may be erefted,..and | 


|| Mill wvich all are and induttry prefer 


salon may be | 


they did fo mich to abonrn ute. 


the myiltery of the Divines maintai- 
.| med in credit »amongit che people, is | 


wed... will the paines both to | 
all you what ithofe generall interefts | 


Their intereft is to pre-| 
‘people ‘the: di- | 
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| che pecp'es) end of 
| Government»: being to promote | 
| vicuue, reltraine viccy and to niaitK 
taine to cach particular bis 
| one-fort: of Government! ‘which we 
call che Cavill, eicher'sis fuficient; 


} ment may be! made: fufficiene’ for 


or by the wiledome of the Parlia- 


| cads.. At the beginning of 


| that ic was both too burdenfome 
} for the Divines, and ‘too: rdous 
| for the Seate, that they fhould bee 


} ment, their preaching and inftni- 
| Cting the people being, if well 
char; lufhicient take up the 


| arid the ‘men with them} the de- 
‘figneis feafible, and’ ic mitt. now 
againe be thonght neceflary ‘th 


this Parliament. it confefled , } 


| whole man. ‘Baur the times change, 


the Divines: thonld hawe:s ttrodky | 
thay 


trulted wich any thidg of Govern- 
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diftin@ion is againe maintai-} | 
| ned, which being taken up at firft by | | 
proud | for atabizious 
tends, is ftill continued for: ends 
thongh not in every thing che fame, 
q yet differing ( I feare me) rather in 
the degrees than nature of them, we 
cannot cell what elfe to thinke of it, 
4 bur that finding our Divines aiming 
at authority and jurifdi&tion, have 
judged ic moit politicke to gaine a} | 
(lee ftately and | | 
} IPOUS, ogether as im 
t and awfull over men as the 
former, which becaufe it is not fo} 
garifh outwardly as the ey 
prefume will therefore “the 
admitted, and prove oflonger | | 
continuance. 
iL The intereft of the 
ivine, isto freferve amongft 
though not now in thole | 5 

em they have been un- 
happily 
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hail The Scripenter | 
fo evidently makeing the people 


(23) 


‘Gods C 


} ver the Minifters by way of ditin&i- | 
on from the 
a people the word figni- 


| ftin&tion by words is not fo materi- 
| all, asa wich cheir 
is 


tercomes to be fo, asan other ‘man 
| cothes to be a Merchant, 
| ler, Taylor, &e. either by difpofall 


tobe of fuch a Trade: no; there 
| mutt be fomething | 
bufinefle, a Inre Drvina mutt 


} brought in,and a fucecfion from the 
— and even as fome would 


by way of diitinétion } 
| from the Miniiters,1Pet.5.3. but ne- 


people. And then for 


Laity, a 
fies ) I hope che Minifters are fach | 
_as well.as any others. Well, the 


would | 
not hae thinke-chet Minilt- 


| of him by his friends in his educati- | - 
on, or by his owne making ‘choyce | 


& have 


i 


| 
| 
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| 
| | 
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| | 


| have us thiake Kings to be-annoyn- 
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| examine al] that wasdaid, and not} 4 
take things.upon truft trom the-Mi- | § 
Millers, as if whatloever they {pake, 
foe God fpake in thea: they would | | 
’ then toy all things, and what they | | 
 fowad 10, be truch, they would: em- 


| 


| ted. of God, becaufe the Ifraelitith | 


Kings were by his command, fo we | 


ave made to beleive, thar beccaufe | 
thc Apoltles were ordained by Cod } 


tobe Feichters ot the peop ¢, 
endact) with: guifts tor that. end ; 


people did. not beleive fo,they would 


briaceiag from: God, for the | 
Ancbonr oftruch ; what:they found 


might 


thar thercfore' there is a like divine, | 
| though fecret ordination trom God 
in. making of our Miniiters, and'fpi> | | 
guitts & qualifications there- 
tmto; Bacaule otherwife, it the | 


« 


| tohootherwife, they would reje&, | 
| aad then for the moit pare they | @ 


} 


a 
Pa 
a 
| 
| 
7 
| 
| 
é 
4 


nigh fpare. their. notings re~ 


1 nefle and awe w 


and difcourfing, by. his daily ftudy, | 


‘ 


petions too,unlefle the more to | 
cover the ground!cfnefle of the do- 
&iine, and the giddinefle of the Di- 
yvinity which they generally heave, | 
‘They would then handle their Mi- 
nilters. familiarly, as they doe one 
an other, fhaking off that timoroul~ | 
which they have of 
the Divines, with. which they areig= | 
brought up. He that bade’ 
hold taft that 

which was good, did fuprofe that 
men have faculties nd abilities | 
wherewithall co try all things, or 
elie thie counfell had beene given 
in vaine. And _ therefore 

‘the Minitter may by reafon of his | 
continuall exercife in preaching, | 


and reading, by his skill in Arts — | 
and Languages, | 


part 


4 
2, 
iy. 
4 
bist 


i 
1 


of admiring people (in whom | Ff 
fulfilled the prophecic of St. 
Pane’, 2 Tim.4.3-4. ) prefiame it cafte | 
| to pofleffe us, that they are nemre | 
| divine chen other men (as they ftyle | 
| thomielves ) yet it che people would 
bat take boldnes to themielves and 
{ noc diftrut thcir owne underttan- 
dings, they would foon firrd that ufe | 
and experience is the only difference, | | 
and thatall neceflary knowledge is | | 
eafie to be had, and by thenilelves 
irable : that ic is the Mi- 

milters intcreft, their living depen- 
thods and bodies of Divinity, full 

1 of doubts and difputes, which in-} 
| dead are made of purpofe difficult to 
attainesunto, that their hearers may; 
bea lwyes learning,and never come 
} tothe knowledg of ‘the trnth, be- 


mind, continual concreverties, 


| 
{ 
| gerne difoitet and of 
| | ne 


upon 
| 


which how weake and {o- 
ever’ it be in it felfe, muft be amrant, 


from then : the Keyes of 


| shacasichoon a peculiar Tribe, of 


nearer 20. God chen 


| 
| | neffe, and many times defperation: | 
| All which makes for them, for that 
7 all occafionsmen have recourfe 
| Saviour gave to his Apoftles they 
| arrogate co themfelves, a naw 
) | thority they make mention of in 
their Sermons, which they call Mi- 
| niferial ( chough no fuch bes 
§ onthem, nor hope ever will be) | 
| the Labowers in his | 
| all other tithes they claime, 
given in Seripuwe to the Apoltles, 


ghat we cannot underitand ther 


for thei bilities, 
for their vercuce or con- | 
veriations, or in any 


though we have themin our owne 


tonguc,are not yet to | 


by us without their helpe and inter- | 


| pretationjfo thacin: we are 
thefame condition withthofewehave 


fo lemz pitied,that are farbidto have | 
| the Scriprurs in theirown tongne-for 
‘all one not to have them in-our } 


own tongue,and to be made beleive, 


though we have them i in our. 
| Is che Cabinet open 


to us; and doe 
thank la- | 


g Hour been fpent? Lo many 


\ 
| 
| 
4 
? 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 at a 
| 
. Us a i 
‘ 
WIL 
‘ 


this 

while 

_chea 

ted 


| nothing Hebrew 
in. 
: 
| beene > tha 
oO. that 
in 
(af 


"9 
|-with them : either ‘the Ser 
mres are mot rightly Trani 
ted; or they are: If they are] 
4 not 5 wi | 
told {fo al 
| | wee beene 
{ii they are mghtiy ~Tranila-[ 
ted, why fhould not Englifhmen 
underftand them 2? The Idiomes | 
jand -properties of the Hebrew 
and. Greeke ‘Languages 5 which 4 
fome fay, cannot word for word | 
be expreft in Englith, might albehi¢ | 
| while have beene Tranflated-into 
as many Englifh words.as. wilk 


Ca which few dare or or 


whatfloever. 


| how evident foever itbe,a great 
part of us people doe beleeve jutt as 


’ | filly men (as we are)in cafe of doubt 

| to them we goe to be refolved: and 

| hereby is maintained the nece‘lity 
and excellency of learning, and the 


| and a that the ares  like- 


Ven at leatt are allotted tor 
fc and dif- 
men e ftudy 

, the Arts being 9 as they fay, hand- 
and. to Theolo- 
heare wife men. fulpes& 


elfe the Scri are as well tobe | 
underitood by us, as’ by any Linguilt 


Well , notwithftanding all this | 


they would have vs, and therefore } 


Languages, and fo of Univerfities, | — 
| wile are of necelhity to a Divine: fe- | | 


of Divinity, | 


“ends 


| 4 
| 
| 
| 
if 
a | 
| 
| 
4 
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ends in urging all thefe things to 
be of neceflity. 
Firlt, they have hereby made it a 
| difhculc thing to be a Minifter, and 
| | fo have engroffed the trade to them 

| felves,and left al other men by rcafon 
oftheir other profeflions in an in- 
eapacity of being fuch in their fenfe. 
And therefore, Secondly, if any | 

doe take upon them their profeffion 
| | without Univerfity breeding and 
skill in the Arts and Languages | 


otherwife Jthey have fattened fuch 


| or murderer cannot be more out of | 
their favour then he. Thirdly, chey | 
being furnished with thefe Arts and 


over all fuch as have chem not, &are_ 
admirers therof, (as molt men are) 


(how knowing a man fo ever he be | 


| anodiumin the hearts of moft of 
| the people againft him, that a theif 


Languages, have a mighty advantage | 


| 
| 
| 

| fothat hereby they become | 


op the les mouthes,’ that 

that it is not for Lay-men co be too 
confident,being no {choller:.& igno- 
ranrof the Original; “That the Ovi- 
pimall hath otherwife then ‘our 
And thus they keep al 


the Oracles to difpence what, 
| how they pleafe#othacthis dird in- 
tereft isofmuchconcernnient to them. 
1° what'the fcruph of mo't 
men wilbe,in reading oft this aft par 
ticilare almoft all wilbe the Divines’ 
| Advocate for Learning, & have him 
| in great hate & derifionsthat is an 
enemy thereto.For as Diane was, fo 
is Learning thofe Crafts-niens living 
| no & fe; 
j wi noA oy my fel 
| buit defire,that every man would give. 


| ina myflery,that they may bee | 


peoples goddefle. However, I | 


WAR 


\ 
‘ 
| 
| 
| ; 
| 
| 
| 4 
| 
| 
4 
& 
: 
4 
‘ 
b 
j 


what what good the Would 
| receives’ from it, the 
| learned,.or mnlearned men have 

been the treublers of the World 7 
How prefamptfious and. confident | 
| the) learned Scribes , Priefts and 
Doéftors of the iow were 5 that | 
| they belt. underitood the’ Scrape 
| tures How the povre and unlear= 
ned Fithermen and ‘Tent-makers 

were, made: choyce.of. for .Chriits 
Difciples and’ Apottles, before 
ofthem : in 
they that tooke upon’ 
 Minifters., when they had acquired 
0 thensfelyes the mytterie of . Arts” 
| and Learning, & confounded thener 

bythe clare ftreames of thie Scripe” 
| tureyand perver ed the trueGofpell | 
| Of Jefus‘Chrift , and by. polisicke 

Glofles , , and ‘Comments. 
duced an other Gof farable co 
the covetous , ambitious 
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ting fpirtt of . the Clergie | | 
| which their efteeme with the peo- | 


ple made authentick they then be- 
gan to fcorne the fimplicity and 
mreancfic of the Apoftles, to call that 
| the Infancy-of the Church, and to! | 
enerofic great Livings Lordthips, | 
| Territories and Dominions ; to em- 
| broyle States in warres, to fupplant 

one an ¢ther and divert the people | 
| from the profecution of their owne } | 
| intereft,(which is their fafery and li- | | 
bertie )ro mai ntaine their quarrells, | | 
| and ére& that Governement the} | 


| upon. So that the Preifts and Mi- 


> 
= 


-_ of, as at prefent b Enelands fad ex- 


| Lwould have all wife men confader, | 


| 
| 
nilters © riitendome ( thoug 
} others have the name) yet they are 
ih mdeed theLords and leaders there- | ff 
| | 
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ten Cur utter ruine, and although 


ther are now in | 
annes to makeus flavee, coniitts not. | 
cheifly offfich as have had etteeme | 
rm the molt learned Arts men in 
the Kingdome ; or of others, ( who 
if not learned themfelves) are admi- 
rers of fuch.as are. Yea, to examine 
whence moft of the warres of 
Chriftendome have fprapg , and 


| whether thefe cull Cler gie men 


have not been the cheife caufers and | 
fill are the grand Inecndiaries of 
_of our prefent  mileries which threa- 


the Epitcopall Clergie pretend to ' 
ttrive for the Regal] Prerogative on 
the one fide, and the Presbiterian 
Prelacy for Reformation, and the 
Libersy of the Subie& on the other 
inte; yet both of thee mainely in- 
eal their owne reipedtive pr ofits, 
and advancements {0 that which | 
fd: {ever prevaile it fuch may 


have 


4y 
b 
3 
i 
$ 
La 
# 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
« 
| 
H 
| 


iin | of all other is the greatelt and work 


reject whacis ufelefle ( as of 
chat which hath hitherto borne the | | 


| fet, kind of flavery will unavoydabl 
| follow. whilft each of cheng by all 


} trivances feeke to obtaine a 
to compgll the whole Nation to be’ 
| fabje& their doubrfnll, yea 
determinations, 


| fore and The 
fee cale, dote u 
be more fate for chem (Iam fure) | 
| todiftinguiih of Knowledge, and to. 


| name of learning, will upon inpac- 
tiall examination prove to bz 2) and 


citeeme that only which is 


flye infinuations and gus. con- | 


( aiming at, | 

their own greatnefle and Doniinion } ff 
over the cunfciences of their Bre- | | 
| thren_) extreameit mileric, and 


—— 


dently 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
d 
; 
/ 
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count better of them that having.no 


the Scriptures tor their owneand o- 
thers information, and doe impart | 
| the fame to the people out cfadefire 


Anabaptitts doc to their Congnega~ 
tions:) than ef fuch men asare afl 


being rich and abun- 


| dancly provided fors yet exact them | 
from posre poople, even fuch whole | 


very. ‘bellies can. hardly fparéwit ; 


labours:»fo unreafonably . 


| {> fuperfluoufly dpent, ar 10 cover 


part is kmowne tobe: henithey 


by-ends or refpetts, have ftudied the 


| of their good, tor nothing, (asthe } 


meanes to.aumient their tythes and | 


whale nocclities ought to be teleeved | 
not the fruite of their | 


from chem, as oft it is, and thé fame } 
tuully hoarded up, as for theimoft 


eltceme 


5 
’ A 
| 
| 
| 
> 
4 
> 
an 
ira 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| efteeme gets them their Livings and 


| 


Clergie,, as you eftcem your bononr and 
preferment > jour profit and obfer 
vance, that you keep this Diana of 
yours bigh in the peoples efteem: Rouze 
up your felves 5 and imagine fome 


feemed to be ; that her luftre is not na- 


who I know are too induftrious in 


tereits. | 


preferments ; and therefore fhe is to | | 
be kepe up, or their Trade will goc | | 
| downe. Have acare therefore O yee | | 


new wayes to quieken the admiration | | 
of this your Goddeffe; for I can affire 
you, mens eyes begin to open, they find|'§ 
| that foe is not fo beautifull as fhe once | 


tucall, but printed and grtificiall : Be- | 
flirre your felves, or your Diana will 
downe. But why fhould I excite you, | | 


the prefervation of your owne in- 


. Divers other interefts they have 
lied, as to make themfelves the on- | | 
| !y publike fpeakers,by which meanes | | 


whome, | | 


; 


} 
pe 
4 
| 


Ga): 


what they.) plea they 
openly condeine, cry up, or cry 
downe, what.makes tor or againit 
themielves: There they brand men 
with the name of Hereticss, and fa- 
fren what errours they thinke are 
molt hateful! co the people , upon 


thofe men they purpofe to make o-- 


dious: Theve they cenfute all opini- 
ons, and buldly they may doe it, for 
as much as no Jiberty of reply or 
| vindication in publike is allowed to 
any, though never fo much {canda- 
lized by chem. And that Mer may 
not vindicate themielves by writing 
their next inte: ‘eit is to be Matters of 
the Prefle, of which icy are lately | 
become id an Ordinance tor licen- 
ing or Bookess which being int | 
ded by the Parliament for a good & 
end (namely ) che prohi- 
bition of all Bookes dangerouser 
fcandaluus tu the State,is become hy 


C gmeane 


= 


- 


| 
Bo 
4 
| 


meanes of the who are. 


| Divinesand intend their owne inter~ 
cit) molt feryiceable to themfelves 
{candatous Books being ftill difperft ) 
in the topping of honelt mens wri- 
] tings, that nothing may come to the 
‘Worlds view but what they pleaie, 
unlefic men will runne the hazard 
of imprifonment, (as I now doe) fo 
that in publike they may {peake 
what they will, wrice wil, 


they may abufe whom they will,and 


nothing can be said againtt them : 
well may they prelume of making 
themfelves Matters of the people ha- 


ving, chefe foundations laid, and the 


people generally willing to belive | 


hey are good. I might proceed, to 
thew what ufage wife men expest 


trom their Gove: nment, being once 


e tablifoe- how rigid and auftere {ome 
thinke they will prove, countenan- 
cing no re creations but what then 


vcs. 


J 
| 
| « 


i | 


| {elves are addi&ed to: how cove- | 
tous others deem them, obferving 
| that they have more regard to the 
| Benefice then the people, and doe tr 
| {ually change and fhift upon’ proffer 
of a better Parionage. Some fy that 
they are a people ficke of che Phari- | 
| fes difeafe, they love to fit upermoft | . 
at feafts,& to be reverenced in pub- 
like places, that their refpe&s to- 
| wards men are as they are rich and 
them, and that a pore 
man can hardly obtaine a vilite,: 
though at the time when the world 
| conceives there is greateft neceflity of | 
it: that they’hover about dying men 
| for their Fee, and hope of Legacy , | 
| & many other things are commonly 
| talked of them,which becaule T fut 
pe& to be trucl will myfelfhere= 
after more narrowly to obferve. 
The Objeétion wereupon all this 
( I hope ) neceflary digreilicn 
| 2 | I 


1S 


| | 
‘ - —— 


tte: fha’P conelude to 


‘is bails, was men may be com- 
pelle (though again’ conicience 


to what ihe Synod | or preent Mini- 
good, and 
le to Cods Word, -becaut: n- | 
nicy and unilormity in the Church 
is to be endeavou. od. To which J 
farther 
Wer That to force men 


again! mind and ‘udgment, to 


belecive what ocher mon conclude to 
be crue, WCU. id ps ‘ove fuch tyranny as 
the wic:ed Pwersfies Gr cntioned by 
Pitch) prafticed, who would fit 
all mea. co one Ped, by ilretching 
them our that were | tho! and 
by cutting them orier that were 
too lung. JF we bele've as the S;- 
nod would have us, What is chis ik 
to be brought into ther miferable 
con. tition thac mutt beleive as rhe 
Ch. bolcives, and f fo kecome, Cas. 
faid m. dhe Dilip’ 

Oi 


| 
| 
| 
t 
| 


| foever is not of faich is Gn, and thar | 
every man ought to be fully pertwa-! > 
ded of the treenefle of that way | 


of Chrift bint ofthe | 
Reaf. The third Peafon for | 
JLiberey of Con cience is grounded | 


which grcennds chus ary Ne, To 


to be true, and fo asaintt | 


good, yet ifit doe not to be 


upon thefe toundatione, chat whiie= J 


wherein he ferveth the Lord :. upen 


con: pell. me ay my con‘cienece, is, 
to compel! araink what beleive | 


now whatfoever isnot of Sich if 
fin; To conrpell me theréfere 
paint my conicience, is to compel 

me to doe that which finfilll: for 
though the thing may bein it (elf 


be fo to my conicience, the pr n= 
thereot in me is {3 afl. which ther 


‘toreI ought not to be compelled 
unto. 


Tani by the A- 
C polls 


j 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 


Poftle to be 
~ | mind of the feosdh of that way wher- 
| in I ferve the Lord ; I am not there- 
we to be compel 
in fuch a way,of the jultneffe 


(44) 


perlwaded in my owne 


ledt> worthip God | 
of ] am not yet periwaded, much 


in fuch a is againt my, 


mind. 


Ob. Nothing is 


State, efpeacially i in thefe tines, | 


than divition and dillurbance by fe- 


verell wayes of Brechren which have | 


encreafed our mileries, and there- 


fore to avoyde divifion they who wil | | 


| not of theirewn accords comply,are | 


for the quict of the ftate to be com-_ 
pelled and punithed. 

Anf. » that itis wexily 
thought that the harthneffe only of 
| this propoficion hinders that it is 

not yet put in execution, till time & 


— 


. 
| 
| 


‘| delivered to them | A man 


‘hath reference to 2 falli 
| from the Common caute. 
though the provocations and’ in- 
egainit the Brownifts , 


for we are told in the Latt einfideee 
tion tending tv difwade from further 
gathering ot Churches,that fuffering 
is like to be the portion of fuch as 
fhall judge the right rule not to be 


thinke that thofe people that fo Jate- 
ly were the futferers, the noyfe of 
whofe exclamations againft fach 


courfes, is {carce yet ont of the peo- 
ples cares, that they fhould not fo 


rants. But to the Obje@tion I an- 
fwer, that the diverfity of mens 
judgments is not the occafion of 
divifion , becaufe the word divi- 


and Anabaptils and fome of the 
Independents have beene ‘many 


foone thinke of being the Ty- 


off 


ow, | 


yet thei atieétions co the Publ | 


an 
4 
: 
t 
| 
| 
7 


bet 
‘A 
i. 
4 

| ait 

7 


weale are fo hearty in them, 
grounded upon iuch found princi- 
pies of realun, that no aflay of the 
Synod can make them ceale to love 
and affilt their Countrey ; and it is 
then evident. by the profperity 
of our neighbours in Holland, that. 
‘| thefeverall wayes of our brethren in’ 
matters of Religion hieder not, but 
that they may live peaceably one a- 
mongitjan other; and the Spaniard.) § 
} will wimefle for than that they a | 
nite fufficiently in the defence of | | 
their comnron liberties and oppoli-. 
tion of their common enemies: 
fids, its very material] to confider, | 
| that ic hath ever been the prafticeof 
| thofe that are councenanced by Air | 
thority to endeavor the ‘uppreflion | 
| of thofe that are not: wh there- | | 
fore in the tault.? the qniet Separa-’ 
| till,who being periwaded in his don- | 
{Gience: of the, wuth.of chat way he | 


hive 
\ 
a 
> 
ne 


| defires to ferve the Lord in, peecea= 
| bly goes on to do his duty as he 


| care not what injury they doe to o- 
| thers, though to the hazard of the | — 
| Common-wealth, to advance them- | 
felves and their government, they | — 
defame the Separation in their wri- | © 
tings and Sermons,'bid their pofe- | 
| lites beware of them, - of adange- |. 
rous and fa&tious people, ft their 
mouthes, Keep the Preffe 
provoake thenr by all wayes poffible, | 
| and then like the crafty Polictan cry | 
out upon them as the caufers of di- 
vition 
Theare-fome men fay,that it con- [ . 
| cernes the Minifter fo to doe,becau‘e 
his living- ( depending upon his 
| tyches and guifts ) is the greatersthe 
more rich and numerous his audi- 
ence is; and therefore the Separaaits 


ai 


thinkes -himfelfe bound to doe, of | 
| they who out ofa lordly difpofition | J 


a 
; 
2 
“hy! 
fe 
x 
‘ 
j 
i 
i 
t 
* 
» 
. 
| 
" 


by experience draw many people af- 
te: them, and though not the de- 


vout honourable women, nor the 
| cheife men ot the City, yet many 
| whofe number might much encreafe | 


the yearly revennue of the Minitfter, 


and to fay amongit themfelvess 


that our ficceffion from the Apoftles is 


fb 


‘| 


are not to be fuflered, who they find 


and therefore you.muf thinke it has | 
i concerned them to meet together, 


Sirs.you know that by this our craft we | 
have our wealth:moreover ye fe hear, | 
that net alone at Lendon, but in moft} - 
parts of the Kingdom thefe Separatifts | | 
have perfrraded turne'ax ay much peo | 
ples faying that our Minifry is no true} 
Afiniftrysonr Chureb, no true Churh, 
our Doctrine in many things erronious, | 


but apretended thing,gr as we our fel- | 
ves do deriveti defcended formany 100. |} 
| yearcs through the detefible Papacy & | 


| 
4 
j 
2 
z 
| 
| 
j 


per 
on fhould bee hii of our 


It cannot be inftan-. 
cedin one particular whereby: the | 


ered ovr gaine,and the magnificence 
of the Miniftery, 
only, best all Chrifterrdome duth bigh= 
ly magnifie and reverersce would 


downe 


For what sides reafun then this 
magined , why the Separati 


Minifters ? 


Common-wealth receives prejudice 
from them: And then for the. 
charge of Separating, for their 
maknig a Scifme, which is endea- | 
vou» to be caf fo heavily up- 
on them: 

I anfwer, That by reafon of the 
Church of Romes corruptions 5 
the Church of England did 
long fince make a Seifme 


) | from the Church of Rome ; for | 


milb Mi fo thar. if thefe men be | 


wich not England | 


| 
fe: | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
a | 
| 

| 

| 
| 

| 
| 
| 


j 


which cauce likewife many of the 
precent Miniiters in lieve ofthe An- | § 
tichviitian domineering Piflhops| 
thought it no robbery to make} | 
{cifme from England; and even 
this Idolizing Synod, which though | 
notyet upon her Throne, ticks | 
4 not to let her clients ice fhe fayes | 
ber beart ; Bebold I fit a qncen, Tam 
| nowiddw, and {ball fee ne forrow, 
Rev.18.7. May not fay this , | 
| Reverend Synod} if to be proceeded 

| againft by fich carnall fandy prin- | 
| ciples, fuch humane ordinances, by } | 
which the Separatiits ttand preju- | 
diced, be legally found,to have made} 
| the greateft and moft tranifcendent} | 
{cifme which Fngland ever knew or 
heard of, fince the Papiftrie was dif- 
carded ; Ifthen the Separation have | 
gon a little furcher, and not only 
| with the Rithops feparated from 
Rome, with the Minitiers from the | 

| Bifhhops, 


| 
| 
| 
| | 


| Bifhops, but by reafon of fome cor- 
ruptions itill: remaining among the 
Minilters, are by confciences 
neciitaced to trom them 
likewiie > In.ali theie feparations 
there was ditlerence in Judgment; 
the Bifhops ditier in fome things 
trom Frome, our Miniiters from the 
Bifhops, and amongit themielves 
| too, which differecnes by the Scrips 
tures they cannot determine, as ap- 
peareth both by their writings and 


preachings, wherein with nuch ve- | 


hemency they urge the fame againtt 
other ; of little force then will the 
major vote of a Synod be for the 


determining thereof,having fo Jately | 


moft notorioufly difcovered them- 
felves to be men-pleafers and tem- 


poriler? by crying downe the things 


which but yeiterday they fo highly 


magnified in their Pulpits, and alto | 


( at 


pra&tifed with much devotion 
| 


+ 
| 
q 
| 
ad | 
4 | 
| 
+ 
| 
| 
{ 


| icaft Geeminely having. withal 
their owne interefts fo much con- 


| cerned therein (as is before in part | 
declared.) And further, knowing | 
| that the fame perfons themlelves, | 
pinions Sf | 
and Anababtifts,whom they 
doe ftand condemned not 
major vote of divers Synods only, | 
( who are accounted: to ent } 
| the whole Church 
no whit inferiour to them 
Arts or Learning, or any other | 
} qualification: Let it be then ne won- | 
der,nor fo much as feenrblameable 


differ in fume ! 


prefent Synod, fince the Minifters | 
onda no little differ amongft them 
felves,much more than yes appeares, | J 


hereafter, that the Separatifts fhould | 
ions from this} | 


\ 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
/ 


endures untill we have courage and | 
| vate intereits and advantages, 


|there be, in all probability 


| 


confulting , what Doctrines 


{ 

; { 

1 
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‘ftrength enough to abandon all pri- | 


produced men 


All times have 


ic muft proceed from the power 
and efficacie of Truth, not from | 
conftraint. 


Objection. An Affambly of Di- 
vines, men that have wk all } 


their time in the ftudy.of Religion, | 
are more likely to find out the truth, 


then other men, that have not fo| 9m 
{pent thelr time; who being now 2 | 
what] 


re 

| | of feverall wayes 5 an cive 

| no man thinkes chere will be an 

} | agreement of judgement as longe 

this World lafts: If ever | 
| 


what Di is mott to 
the Word of God, it is but meet 
that all men fhould waite chei 


Jeafure, till it be manifeit what they | 


{hall pr oduce. 


To his objeftion I fay 
fit, That they being now in con- 


faltation, | not for themfelves, but as | 


they fay,for the whole people ; it is 
but reaionable that they fhon!d pub- 
lith to the world whatfoever is in 
debate amongit them, and invite e- 


very man to give them their belt 


light and information, that fo they 


may heare all voyces, and not con- 


clude ought again{t mens tudgments 


| before it be heard what they can fay 
for themfelves: This might perad- 

venture be a meanes to find out all. 
truth, and fettle things {0 as that e- 


very man might be {tisfed. You 
will that confider of all 
ob- 


| 
| 
| 
| * 
ia 
| 
| | 
| 
| | | 
q 


| + iccan give no fatisla€tion to men to 
have their caufes pleaded by their 


Adverfaries. 


| 


(45). 


ply, chatis noe sufficient, for “tisa 
mien are generally par- 
_tiall to themelves and their owne 
| judgments, urging che weakelt ob- 


4 


} to inftance when they did fo. Be- 


fides, grant more probable, yer 

tia may be otherwife, and “tis well 

| knowne hath proved {0. The Li- 


j 


turgie was by univer{all confene ap- 


~ 
| ! proved, and by the Parliaments Au- 


thority authoriied, particular men 
being fur che‘e many yeares averfe 
| ta 


 obje&ions amone# themiclves. I re- 


jeftions, and that but flightly : and - 


appearesthat an Affembly of Divines | 
} are move likely to find.out truth 
| then other men ; yet it is to be con= 
+} fidered, that ic will puzzle any man 


| 


| 

Sccondly, how palpable foever it | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
ia 
| 
. 
if 
| 
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to it, the 
like Congregations becaule o 
it now a who were in the 
| right. How confident foever there- | 
| fore the Divines ( as they ftyle them 
| felves ) are that thal find out 
| the right rule ; yet {1 
and hitherto hath been otherwife, 


it is but meet that they fhould de- 
cree only for themfelves and fuch as" 


| are of their owne mind, and allow } | 
Chriftian Liberty to all their 


| Brethren to follow that way which | | 


fhall feem to moft agreable 


Ob. told in the Di- | 
vines Confiderations’ that all men | | 


muft waic, otherwile the Parliament 


art like to be provoaked. 
| Anfr. Sir this tea 
ftrongue Argument, and {peakes 
home to ws : T cannot blame the 


 Sepa- 


— 


« 


ice it may be, > t 


| 

a 

a 

| 

= 


feare your. Club more then your 


| Reafon. I fee what they might ex- 


peét,if the {word and authority were 


right rule may mot be delivered us: 
And {econdly, that then men may be 
called to fi fer. Icis a wonder to ob- 


| ferve the wrethed condition of man, 


andhis foule ingratiarde : Is it fo 


| long fince the yoakes were broaken 
off thefé mens necks, that they fore | 


get the burthen & injuttice of them, 
or that afli{tance they had from their 


| gard 


are got into reputation, they fhould 


| fuppofe a time of fuffering for 
| thea brethren for doing what. to 


| them ap to be their duty ! Re- 
ud y 


ince mean is become thus | 
fore | 


in your hand, your nine Contidera~ 
tions informes me, wherin are thefe | 
two fuppofitions. Firlt, that the 


Separatifts now for crying out, they | 


feparatilt Brethren in breaking cthofe 
yoakes, thatnow fo fooneas they | 


| 
| i 
> | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


forgerfull, take diftreffcd Servants, | 

ibe Separatifis thine owne pr itec~ 
tion Thon O Lord,th 2t art the Fudge | 
of all the Earth, put into the bearts of | | 
the Parliament to doe right in this | | 
cafe, ana to fuffer thole fficted people | 
no longer to endure-reproach or molefta- | 


tion for doing of their duties. == — || 


Ob. Burfome may fay,I beat the Aire | | 
| allthis while,there is no purpofe in } 
«the Divines to force the confcience, 

‘they are futhcienily informed that, 
‘the confcience cannot be for-]} 
ced,beinzin no wile {nbjeét to } 
pulfion,only i¢ concernes them they | 
day to prevent the grouth and 
|veveafe of errours, which cannot o-' 
be done but by punifhing4 | 
} thofe that are the’ authors and 
| maintainers of them, that fo truth | 

“only may flowrifh, the Gofpell 
with the Ordinances according to |} 


: 
‘ i 
~ 


the true inticution of them be 
maintained and prattiled by all the 
people of the Nation. : 


Anja. that though it 


were certaine that what they elteeme 
truth were fo indeed , and that 


the tru: Gofpell and Ordinances 


“were inevery part and circumftance 


of them chat which they then | 


to be: however, ehough they are 
ear ncitly. to endeavour by argument 


and. pzr.wation to reduce ali mento 
the Lame and pre@ice with 


themie'vess yet thoie that cannot be 


thereunto pertwaded, ihey oughe 
not by any meahes to puni(h,for the 
firitand third Rea: ons shot given. 
Bur then tor the afur ance of theDi- 
vines that their ¢onchjons and Ar- 
tick-s-are certain! y'tre if it be buile 
vpon-certaine foundar jonssthey need 


hut cvoyde the com a with any 
fore 


j 
| 
; 
i 
7 
| 
| 
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a 


fort of men of what cpinion foe | 
ver; Trath was uot uled to feare, | 
| or tofecke fhifcs or itratagems for | 
its advancement! I fhould rather 
thinke that they who are aflured of 
her fhould defire that all mens | § 
mouthes fhould b: open, that fo 
{ errour may di‘cover its fou!nes, and 
} trueth become more glorious bya 
| vitorious conqueft after a fight in 
open field; they fhunne the battell 
that doubt their ffrenght. Wile]. 
men are at a ftand to fee chat whileft | 
the Prefle was open no man 
-dertooke the Anabaptiits, and that 
| now their adyerfaries have bound 

their hands they beginto buffet | 
them ; what can they doe elic but 
neceflarily ffupe& that our Divines |. 
| have not the truth, norpby any evie | 
| dence thereof are able to make 
good their owne ftandings or pra-| 8 
Ctices. ‘Lo ftop mens mouths or 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
rie 
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puntdh men for {peaking their 
mindes , was profitable indeed, 
and neceflaric tar the Bifhopes who 
had propoied to themfelves fuch |. 
endes as could endure no diicourfe 
upon them, and framed fuch con- 
ftitutions, ceremonies and dottrines, | 
_as mutt be received without icanning, 
or ele wotld appeare empty and 
groundieffe. But that the refor- 
ming Clergy , that pretend to 
have truth in its Simplicity, and 
| the Gofpell in its purity , and feeme 
{to abominate all by-cndes or re- 
fpetts, fhould yet take the fame 
courfe of prohititions with the 
fhops 5 locke up the Prefie, and 
then vent themfelves a furious 
and ( evidently ) (candalizing way, 
in their fate preachings and 
| Parry avait the Anabapuits, 
will T beleeve, all wile men 
cither they Co tbe their 
| | | 


‘ én 


— 


bs: 


| 
| 


‘conicience, which is uncapable of 


compu fon, but will only panith the | 


their cruelty,and fhewes as i: it pro- 
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conets, or nnow fome 

evrours amengit theuelves, which 
yee theie interests and procetlions 

engaze them to maintaine, To fay» 

they soe not abouc to compel 


perion, is as ii chey were tj oretull in 


ceeded trom men fetled, and nn 
practifed in tyranny, | ‘could wilh 

tor Chriitianity faxe they had more 
wifedome then to plry wich mens 
aftictions I proteile unto you, did 


Titill dote upon the perions and 
feeming holynefle of our Miuitters 


Cas thave done) {uch carriage as | 


this I chinxe would open mine eyes, 
and make me fee they are not the 
men they feeme to be, that in 10 
fho.t 2 time can grow fo wanton 
with their owne eliate and prehemi- 
nence, asito and (coffe at their 


brechy ens miierics. Is it not a {hame 


ry 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
} 


| 
tyranny, and our common Adver- 


| be flrves to the King, 


—€63) 


our cau‘e, that well affected men, 
rea!l, and irreconcileable enemies to 


aries, fhould be neceffitatd to leave | 
their native Country,becaufe they can 
hope nuthing from you, our Dir. 
vines, but to bz imprifoned or pur 
nithed tor exercifing their confcien- . 
ces, though by their helpe you 
fhould be fetled in your liberties, I 
cannot tell what elfe to make of this | 
for my part, but that you bad rather | 
nd hazard the | 
freed me of the whole Nation,then that 
theje men fbould have freedome with 
you} yee may flatter your felves,chat 
yee are rich«in {piricuall graces, and | 


prefurre that you are in the right, | 


and have found out the truth of the. 


Gofpell aud Ordieances, but fo long | 


aS yee want the maine evidences 
hereof, Love and lowlineffe of mind, 


| 


= 


eur profeflion, and {candall to 
| 
| 
| | 
= 


fo as yee 


and the (way ever your Brethren , } 


“which out Saviour {aid his follow- 


ers fhonldnot doe, Matth. 20.25. 4 


26. Adurke 10. 42. youmutt give 
men that are unwilling to be decei- 


| ved leave to thinke that yee have yet 


but the forme and thew of Religion, | | 
but want the inward fweeenelle and | 
moft excellent fruites and effets | 
thereof; Ecould with I had no oc- | 
cafion for {peaking thus mich, but | 


when fores bigin to fetter, they mutt 


not be nourifhed and {wathed, but 
lanc*d and corrarciv’d, “tis no time 
to hide and excufe mens imiperfe(ti- 
| ons, when’ they ftrive to take roote 
for perpetuity. Were it in mine Gwn 
caufe, I could not {peak {0 much,but 
in behalfe of fuch a harmeleffe 
people as I have, found thofe of the 


Separacion to be,after much inquiry 


and examination of their Tenets, 


\ 
| 
* 
> 
j 
| 
| 
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m confcience to breke filence and be~ 


their advocate. 


Ob. There i is one Objeftion more 
articular, 
and that is, that they allow not of 
| Civill government and therefore | 
| not to be tolerated becaufe they | 
| hold an opinion dire&ly deltructive : 
to the Conmon-wealth. 

Anf. Who faies they hold this 
opinion? why the Divines common- 
and what 
} ground have they for| their © fay- | 

They find icin bookes wi 
they who have written of them 
affrme that they maintaine this o- | 

ion. Put how if the 
| of Anabaptifts in this 
| are molt Zealous and rational! de- 
| fenders of our Govern ment? as to 
e, and rhat 


the Anabaptilts in 


ly in their Pulpits, 


| my knowledge they ar 
D 2 


Kinghome | 


| 4 
CX~ 


} that have been of that 


odious to the people, 
| : thing they thinke wil! 


ay 


« 


noe men- have mcre forwardly and 


conftantly then they the 


againit thof: hac would 
difolve our tree governement, and 
bring intyranny; how is it true. 
then that the Anaba prilts thold 


they pall eng againit 


(as they fay ) for 
beleeve neither 


books that tells chem (0) when chey 


€annot know , if they know a~ 


ny thing , that the $. 
which are, be not of that op 


nition; wh for and 
they refolve to make the Anabap- 


and no- 
fconer doe 


| 


then, nor the} 


that our Anabaptiits are no | | 
cad 
| 


A 


| to confufion che itate. 


end of making Government, isthe}. 


Peoples quiet and fatety >and that 
whatloever doch not conduce theres 


of fach an opinion as would dif- | 


New this they fpeake of the | 
Anabaptiits in > knowing 

that the people will apply it fo} 
the Anabaptiits in England, con- | 
ceming whem how it is: you | 


cerying Government is, that the | 


world being growne fo vitious, 
and icis, there can 
hbly be ne living tor honeit.men| 
Governvent: That the} 


) 
| 
i 
i 
i 
| 
? a 
4 
j 


vernment', That the Government 
of England is of all others that they 
know the moft excellent, the people 
by their chofen men,being the mak- 
ers & reformers therofT hat there- | 
in the Parliament is the lupreme po- 
wer, and that the King ig accoun- 
table to them for the not pertor- 
mance of his Office,as all otlicr Ofh- | 
-cers of the Common-wealth are: } 
4 That the Parliament only are the | 
}makers and alterers of Lawes for | 
the regulation and ordering of the | 
people: That of right they are to | | 
be called by thofe Lawes they have | *¥- 
| made in that behalfe, and to diffolve } | 
when they themrfelves {ee good: that 
it is not at theKinyswil orpleaft re 
ligne or refule thofe Bills the Parli- 
ament fhall paffe, but that he is of 
duty to figne them: That all great 
Officers and Majettrates of theKing- 
dome to chofen them: | 


—_ 


if 


1 That the King is to have his perfo- 


| him at pleature touching the former | 


| any other perfon to doe, is trealo~ . 


| our government they knowing,could | 


} not ignorantl y Cas 


Pat — will till the Jatt. 
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nall abode ncer the Parliament, that 
they may have tree conference with 


difcharge of his Office, or the pre- 
fent frare of the Common-wealth : 
That to Parliaments alone belong 

the ditpofall of Shipping,Forts, Ma- 
gazines,and all othershe Kingdomes 
ttrengths,both by Sea & Land : The } 
making of peace & war, the preffi ng 
of fouldiers,the raifing of monic for 
the preierving or regainingthe fafety 
or treedonie of the people,which for 


nable. Thee grounds & principles of 


not but fee che exorbitances of the 
King,& whureto a! his Jawles courfes 
& delignes ac: & therefore have 
perhaps others) 


but upon the hot allifted the 


| Jue 


| 


\ 
is 
§ 
4 
> 
f 
‘ 
} 
4 
4 


tia shan whether thei 
hold an opinion againft go- | 
| vernment, or at what wretchlefe | 
pafie tho{e men are that would make 


| called The Confit. tion of aptifis 
Jately fec forth, which faies, They are 
and profefjed enemies to the 


Lind 
Booke, it 
1 and in this 


ence of eve 
] broad, and knowes any thing of the 
Anebspeifip; chat ic will be 


jo to take notice -of it, only it 


| wereworth obfervation to fec how 


eatily it obtained an Imprimetur,and 


| 


a Bocks' 


efentiall Being of Civill Government,| 
people fo litele regard che 
fo full of non-fence, | 
particwar fo evidently | 
] Contrary co trach, and the experi- | | 
man, that lookes a- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


true or fallesfence or.non-fence,that 


| 


a 
( 


tends to the Anabaprilts icandall 


of the Parliae 


In the 
ment a Booke was 


the Hiltory ot the Anabaptiits in 


wheizof was by faltning odions | 
ecrours and feigned  mutenits 


upon the Anabspeilts to deter 


prefent Parliament in their Reior- 
mation of Bithops, for teare, as the 
booke faics, leatt they who now ery 


much at che mifiule of Epifcopacy, 
as Quarrell at all miles, fo chat what 
courfe was taken by che Bifhops and 
their freinds to hinder the Retor-. 


mat’on of chat Hierarchic, namely, | 
the att: ighting the Reformers by 


publithed, called |” 
Hizh and Low Germany, the aime | 


| ouc for Chritis rile, ttrike nor fo 


D5 


airy and imaginary confequences,the | 


» 
| 
| 
} 
< | | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
J 


re 


| 


“are ged by 
prevent a 


1 Brechrens 


and fr 


| | 

cur. Divines |}. 
through 
formation; of many erroures, and 
miltakes in our Clergic, which th 
excecding]y feare,and therefore they 
have, and doe continue early and 
late to render the Anabaptitts as | 
odious to the people as their wits 
and inventions can make then. 
But as the Bithops then failed of | 
their ends by the wiledomre of the } 
Parliament fo I trutt the prefent 
endeayoures of our Divincs 3 ftri- 
ving to rail them{elves_ upon their | 
iigrace and ruine,. will 
by the continued courage and pru- 
dence of the Parliament pl ‘ove vaine 


| 


They w bb the Kings words | 

and take the Bifhops courfe. (1 

will not fay have the Kings’ ends 
but) fo farre doe the Kings worke. 


Re- 


The | 


| 
\ 
\ 
| 
| 
/ 


| notof Government , but oppre‘fion 
Government, and all thole who 


| 


| 
» 
we 
— — 


whoever be the oppreflours. 


in Bookes, that the Anabaptiits are 


them. We can fhew you: books too, 


The King, I confefle,has reafon 
to cry-out upon the Aabaptiits, 
caufe he knowes them to be enemies 


intend to oppreffe in any manner, 
onght,if they will be crue to theme | 
felves to doe fo too; tor the Ana- 
baptifls are oppreilions eneniies, 


And whereas they fay ; they. find 


enemies to all Government, it were | 
well ifthey would contider who 
wrote thofe Bookes : may be they 
were written either by miftake, or 
tor the fame end ahat they repeate~ 


“ 
that ‘ay the Parliament are Brow- 


nits & Anabaptiits;, And pait all 
queitian, if-the King fhould thrive 
wathis unnaturall warre, this Parl. } 


) 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
fhou!c 


4 


that che Anabapuit 


tions,-meriung a taire 


Court Hiftorics, n not 
only be called Anabaptits but bran- 
ded alio tu all p with that 
opinion tal{ly and malicioufly fache- 
red upon the Anabaptiits, That they 
wereenemies to Gover nme ty and 
went about to bring all into 
 fufion. little credite thevefore is to 


and {eandall : but the men,and 
oe judgments in the times they 
live, ave to be confidered : And 
then I am confident ic will appeare, 

ts be of ‘wellaffett- 


ted mindes 


trom 
the State, and may well challenge 


ment of thensfelves as they are men, | 


and 


| 


given to Bookes in matter of oblo- | 


amongft others, the quiet enjoy- 


A 


| 
| 
| 
| 
E 
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Browniils and Anabaptilts glory ; | 
| chat in the times of the Bifhops do- 
| mineering, when many of the Pre} 
byterians complyed, fome to the ve~ 
| ry top of Wrens Conformity, and 
| preached for thofe things they now 
prerend . cheifly to retorme, and the | 
Independants fled to places where 
they might live ac cafe, and enjoy 
their hundred pounds a-yeare, withe | 
| out danger; the Brownié and Anae 
endured che hrate and brunt 
perlecution , and notwichitane | 
ding the feverall wayes of vexing] 
them, continued doing theiv duties, 
counting it the glory of a Chriitian + 
to enduce tribulation tor the name. 
of Chritt:: And che ¢imes a! e.ing 
the Presbyterian {oun come; abour, 
and the Independant comes over, | 
| to be] eaders in che Retonnation, | 
when torgetung the conflancie 


integricy of chole who bore 
| and 


— 


| 
| 


— 


| 
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and burden. of the day, they hold 
the fame heavy hand over thenr,] | 
that their fathers the Bifhops did. | 
And as the Brownilts & Anabaptitts 
| affe&tion to the common good of | 
| all, was themafirme, & able to endure 
the triall of perfccution, fo hath it 

in thefe prefent fearching times con- 
hae conftant & unfhaken , not- 
withitanding the many almott un- 
fufferable Injuries & provccations of 
the Divines on the one fide, & the 
faire promifes & frequent invitations | 
of the King on the other ; fo that} 
had any ends of their ownle beene 
aimed’at, they could not have cone | 
tinued ‘uch refolved & immoveable 
enentics of Tyranny , & fieinds to 
their conutry : I beleeve if we would | 
fuppofe other men to be their | 
Condition, we could hardly expel | 
the like even & upright carriage trom | 
them amit fo many ftormes and | 


\ 
4 
3 
+ 
q 
iP 
| 
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| 
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temptations furrounding them. I 
hope all good men will take all chae 
hath been faid into coniideratiun , 
e{pecially the Parliament who I pre~ 
jume are moit ingemuons and ini~- 


i 


pardall of all others. and whom it 1 
cheiily concernes , they being called 


and truvied to vindicate and pre’‘erve 
the peoples liberties in general, and 
not co enthrall the Conjciences , 


Perfons, or Eitares of any of them 


nnto a pregmaticall pretended Cler- 


gy, whether Epi.copall , Presbiteri- 


all, orsany other whatloever, The 
greatelt glory of authority is to pro- 
tect the diitrefled; and for thofe 


to beare thenifelves if the aff 
mens cates *were their owne; obfer- 
ling that divine rule of our Saviour, 


Whaifiever yee would that usen fhould 


aoc unto you, even {oa doe yee to them 


And ifto the Parl. icthall appeare’ 


_ | tor the reafons given i other better 


‘reafons 


that are Tudges in other mens canfeg 


| 


\% 
* 
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ca Call fi to 


| it is moft un:uft,and much more un- 


chrittian, that any man fhould be 


| compel ed againt | his comtcience to 
| away he 


ves not of, I doubt 
not bur they wilbe pleated tor Gods 
glory, and fake and likewile 
tor thele good mens ‘ake, which tor 


the precenc it principally concernes, | 


at leat for their owne fakes ( for 
who knowes how focne this may be 
his owne ca‘ ) fpeedily to {top all 


proceedings that tends thereunto: | 
and tor the fucure provide, that 
well particular or private Coner= 


as publike, may have pub- | 


ke protection, fo that upon a pe- 


nalcy no in’ or offence be oifered 


cicher co them from others, or by 


1 them to others. That all Statutes 


againit the Seraratiits be reviewe:', 
and repealed, eipecially that of the 
35- of hat may be 


tree 


a 


4 


| 
| 
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free for any Man, that writes no- 
thing ffandaloxs or dangerous to 
the State. That fo this Parliament 


may prove themielves loving Fa- 


thers to all forts of gocd men, bea- 
ring equall re.pett to all, according 
co the crult repofed in them, and fo 
inviting anequall affection and af- 
fittance trom all: that afrer Ages 
may report of them, they did all 
thele things, not becaufe of the im- 


portunity of the people, or to pleafe 


aparty, but from the reafon and | 
jutneile of them, which did more 


(way with them, than a Petition 


fub{cribed with Twenty 


| hands could have done. 


FINIS 


J 


